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I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine 

for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now. Philippians 1:3-5 

 

Twenty years ago, I brought my son Brian to church so he could worship. I     
remember Faye Saville, Betty Detwyler and Marilyn Bisgrove introduced    
themselves and encouraged Brian to go to Sunday school, which he surprisingly 
leaped at the chance to do. I was a little more hesitant and it took me a while 
to become acquainted with people and the traditions of this church family, but 
in so doing, I began a journey of love, belonging and acceptance. I remember 
wanting desperately to get in on the hospitality group, with Alice Rozek,      
Marilyn, Pat Bumbarger, Althea and many others. The way Aldona advised with 
a no nonsense voice and her ever present hat. Don Brightman, John Saville and 
John Jones huddled together musing over the troubles in the world. I             
remember Carolyn Brightman and Alice, inviting me to a knitting circle and 
how, despite their best and patient efforts, I was really better at just sitting 
there and listening. I remember the day Brian and I were baptized on Easter 
morning. I remember the robust choir with many beautiful voices and the    
special music provided by the band and especially, Rich Soellner playing the 
trumpet!   I will always remember the joy that Joni Ogonowski brought to her 
children’s stories and the announcement of the Crop Walk. I can still hear Rai 
Tumbleston intoning his quiet and reverent “yes” when he was particularly 
moved and the way the sound of Harry Vanderhule’s oxygen became          
meditative. I remember finally being asked to help out with a meal in             
Fellowship Hall, I felt like I had arrived! There are so many memories, all of 
them precious. I think I have become a respectable “church lady” and I owe it 
all to you, thank you for all of these memories and experiences, I am so looking 
forward to the next twenty years.  
 
Jocelyn McKinney 
 

 
 

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

March 2024: The Envoy-Issue 421  Page 3 

HOLY WEEK  

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 24—10 am 

 
We remember Jesus’ joyful procession into Jerusalem. 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy week. 
 
 
We have been invited to join our friends at First United Methodist 
Church –FUMC—for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  

 
 

Maundy Thursday 
March 28– Worship service at 7 pm— FUMC 

 
A remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with his friends.  

 
Good Friday 

March 29-Taizé Service 7 pm - FUMC 
 

Taizé is a style of worship designed to help people       
connect to the Divine. With moments of silence,      

thoughtful readings, and easily repeated melodies. 
 

Easter Sunday 
March 31 

 
 

HOLY WEEK  

Our worship begins  
@ 10:00 am in-person and  
live on Facebook/Zoom. 

Reception to follow 
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 Church Happenings 
 
 

Intergenerational Game Night (on February 3) 
 

As per Mary Lou,  the event was well attended, mixed generations, family members and friends. We 
had all kinds of board games to play and when we finished one we went to another.  Pizza and drinks 
rounded out the evening.  Fun/fellowship and done by 8:30! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Community Brunch– Saturday, March 30 
 

We are fortunate to have our community brunch fall on the Saturday before Easter (March 30). We 
would like to have a full Easter dinner for the brunch. Our menu:  ham, turkey and all the fixings. We 
would love it if you could donate and /or participate!! Before we purchase the  food items,  we need 
to know if anyone can provide the following PREPARED items: Turkey breast, Corn casserole, Green 
bean casserole, Cornbread  (Food items must be hot and brought to the church on brunch day,  
Saturday, March 30  by 9:30 am.)  And other food items: Easter desserts, hard boiled eggs (colored 
if possible)  - need 10 dozen, Easter candy to fill 10 baskets. We typically have about 10 children at 
the brunch.  
 

This is planning to be a big feast and so much fun. We will have an additional sign made for outside 
to encourage people to come. There is a donation list on the desk in the Chapel Hallway. Or just 
contact the church office and let Maria know of your donation.   Thank you.  Nancy Spencer 
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EFC’s  annual Easter Egg  Hunt will be held on    
March 24 following the Palm Sunday worship service  

Thank You 
 

The Duryee Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church of Schenectady asked to use our baptistry on Sunday 
afternoon, February 18.  So, that meant  that someone had to fill it and make sure that the water 
was right temperature.  Let’s call Bart! 
 

Bart Bisgrove is the only person in the church that knows how to fill and empty the baptistry, so Bart 
showed Faye Bailey and Artie Loftis what is involved and they documented the process.  There are 
many steps that need to be done in a certain order.   After all the steps have been done, Bart returns 
to church several times day and night to adjust water temperature and to be sure nothing in the  
process has stopped working. 
 

Thank you, Bart, for all the hours you put in each time there is a baptism in our church! 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

We were saddened to learn of the passing of Thomas Houston, who died on Wednesday, February 

28 while residing at the Kingsway Arms Nursing Center.  He was 97 years old. Tom, along with his 

wife Louise (predeceased), were long time members of our church. There was a graveside service on 

Monday, March 4 at Park View Cemetery in Schenectady.  
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IN MEMORIAM 
Thomas K. Houston, Jr.  

October 16, 1926-February 28, 2024 
Member of  Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Bart trying to get the furnace pilot light started 



Save The Date 
 

PHIL GRIGSBY MEMORIAL CROP HUNGER WALK TO BE HELD ON MAY 5, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This year’s CROP will depart from Rotterdam Community Center, 705 Curry Road, Rotterdam. 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 

In spite of our smaller numbers we at EFC continue an outreach ministry to our local community 
offering a monthly brunch and clothing to those in need. The CROP Walk is another way to expand 
that outreach ministry to the city, state, country and world.   
 

Schenectady Community in Ministries (SiCM) is organizing area churches for the annual Church 
World Services CROP Hunger Walk.  CROP continues to fight against disease, disaster, displacement, 
and other obstacles that leave communities hungry. Last year, SiCM raised over $31,000 to help 
neighbors near and far have meals today and sustainable food security for tomorrow! This year, the 
CROP Walk’s focus area will continue to be climate change adaptation.   
 

Already several enthusiastic volunteers who walked last year and had “a lot of fun” (their words) in 
spite of an unusually hot day in May have said they will volunteer again this spring by walking and 
asking friends, relatives and other church members to sponsor them.    Date is May 5.  More info to 
come in your church bulletin.  A CROP table for individual contributions and official sign-ups will be 
set- up in April but you are more than welcome to let your interest be known to Faye Bailey or     
Sandra George anytime.  
 

Peace, 
SANDY 
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2024 Easter Plant Order Form 
 

 

Purchased  

by  :___________________________________________________________________ 
 

In memory of: 
 ____________________________________________________OR_________________ 

In celebration of:  
 _______________________________________________________________________ 

   

Plant Choice:   ___  Lily Cost: $15/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
    ___ Mum* Cost: $15/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
  
*Color of mum:  ___white  __yellow  ___lavender/purple (please check a color choice) 

  
OR 

  
 ____  I  would like to donate to the purchases of Easter Plants (either for the sanctuary or     

congregation member) 

  

 
Total Amount: ______ Cash  _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church) 
  
____  Will pick up plant(s) after the Easter service                   Please return the form by  March 20 
____  Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service 
____  Would be available to deliver a plant to a congregation member  

Spring plants will be ordered to beatify the sanctuary for Easter Sunday. To order a spring plant, 
a lily or chrysanthemum, or both, to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday and have for the 
Easter season,  please complete the above form and  return it  by Wednesday, March 20.  
Please make your check payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church, memo note, “Easter Plants.”  
You can either mail the form and payment to the church office or place these items in the offer-
ing plate on Sundays.  You can also make the payment via the church’s  website under Flower 
Fund, and  under Note (optional) add the words “Easter Plants.”  If you are paying via the 
church’s website, you must complete the order form and send it to the office so that Maria is 
aware of your order.    Thank you. 



 
 

A Poem for Easter 
 
 

In the gentle dawn of Easter morn, 
Where light breaks through the veil of night, 

Hope rises like a newborn fawn, 
In hearts that seek the path of right. 

 
In fields where flowers start to bloom, 
And whispers of the wind take flight, 
We sense the promise of the tomb, 

Transformed into eternal light. 
 

No dogma binds, no judgment cast, 
In this sanctuary, love takes flight, 

Each soul embraced, no one outcast, 
In the embrace of truth and light. 

 

For Easter's promise is not confined, 
To ancient tales or rigid creeds, 
But in the hearts of humankind, 

Where love's pure essence intercedes. 
 

So let us gather, hand in hand, 
In this sanctuary, pure and free, 
To celebrate the sacred plan, 

Of love's enduring victory. 
 

For Easter's hope, forever true, 
In every heart, in every land, 

Calls us to love, to be renewed, 
And walk together, hand in hand. 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, marital 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
890-; ]\ 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


